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WORKERS’ ACTION is the publication of Work-
ers’ Voice / La Voz de los Trabajadores, a revolu-
tionary socialist organization that was founded 
with the fusion of Socialist Resurgence and 
Workers’ Voice in March 2022.

We aim to build a strong, working-class, mul-
tinational revolutionary party that defends the 
principle of class independence and is capable 
of providing theoretical and political coordi-
nation for the struggles of exploited and op-
pressed communities.

Our ultimate goal is to build a socialist soci-
ety—one in which productive resources are col-
lectively owned and controlled by the people, 
not by corporations and the rich ruling elite; 
where wealth and knowledge are invested in 
human needs (food, health care, housing, edu-
cation, and culture) and not in creating profits 
for a handful of exploiters; and where govern-
ment is controlled democratically by workers, 
not by capitalists and their political regime. 
Building a socialist society means distributing 
wealth equitably, dismantling all forms of op-
pression (including but not limited to racism, 
sexism, heterosexism, transphobia, and able-
ism), ending wars of plunder and conquest, and 
protecting the environment.

We do not believe these aspirations can be 
achieved under capitalism, which is a system 
rooted in exploitation and inextricably linked 
to inequality, war, and environmental destruc-
tion. Thus, we reject capitalist parties like the 
Democrats and the Republicans, whose political 
projects openly protect business interests at the 
expense of workers.

Workers need a party of their own. We call for 
an independent and militant labor party that 
will break from the Democratic Party.

We fight for the immediate material needs of 
workers and oppressed people (such as better 
wages and benefits), as well as for social and 
democratic reforms that benefit the working 
class. But we must go further. To bring about 

a truly free and just society, we must mobilize 
the working class, along with all oppressed and 
marginalized peoples, to take political power 
and replace the capitalist order.

We actively support the new unionization 
drives, while working toward building a class-
struggle left wing in the trade-union movement 
to take on the bosses. We think unions should 
be democratically run, rely on collective action 
such as strikes, and operate independently from 
the bosses and the State. Unions should fight 
against sexism, racism, and all forms of oppres-
sion in the workplace and society at large. 

Climate change is the biggest threat that 
humanity and all life on this planet face today. 
“Green capitalism” and individual consumer 
choices are entirely insufficient to tackle the 
catastrophe facing the planet. Fossil-fuel-driven 
capitalism must be abolished and replaced with 

a planned socialist economy based 
upon renewable energy, mass transit, 
and the shared and carefully planned 
use of resources for the public good. 
As a major step toward that goal, the 
energy industry needs to be national-
ized under workers’ and community 
control in order to convert it to renew-
able energy sources.

Capitalism seeks to diminish the 
power and unity of workers by creat-
ing and sustaining divisions among 
the oppressed. Sexism, racism, Islamo-
phobia, anti-immigrant sentiment, 
homophobia, transphobia, and the 
many other forms of oppression and 
discrimination are the product of 
capitalism’s drive toward the lowest 

wages, most meager living standards, creation 
of an auxiliary work force, denigration of unpaid 
labor, and the disunity that prevents an orga-
nized resistance to these conditions.

Therefore, we support the struggles of those 
who are specially oppressed under capitalism—
women and the LGBTQI+ communities, and 
those suffering national oppression. We support 
and help build movements for the oppressed 
with a class-struggle perspective so that such 
movements can articulate their own demands 
and develop political consciousness as a group.

The unpaid labor of women and other care-
givers is vital to the functioning of capitalism, 
which privatizes and atomizes the labor and 
costs associated with raising, nurturing, and 
maintaining workers. This is why, beyond de-
manding full reproductive rights and bodily 
autonomy, the liberation of women and trans-
gender and gender non-conforming individuals 
rests upon the overthrow of the capitalist sys-
tem and its replacement with socialism.

We stand against all forms of racism, and we 
demand open borders and the immediate clo-
sure of immigrant detention camps.

We note that police generally look the other 
way when racists and fascists attack, often tar-
geting the victims of such violence. Defeating 
the far right requires a mass mobilization of 
broad social forces, including the labor move-
ment ranks. We support the right of the op-
pressed and exploited to defend themselves 
from racist and fascist violence.

We support self-determination for Black 
people and for Native Americans—both of 
whom are oppressed nationalities in the United 
States. We support Native American demands 
for recognition of treaty rights, confronting the 
epidemic of missing and murdered Indigenous 
women, and full nationhood.

We understand that the United States is an 
imperialist, colonial power, and we defend the 
right to self-determination for the peoples of 
U.S. colonies such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and 
Samoa.

The struggle for a revolutionary party in the 
U.S. is inseparable from the struggle for a revo-
lutionary international party. Workers’ Voice is a 
sympathizing section of the International Work-
ers League. Our experiences in Latin America 
frame our understanding of the fight against 
global imperialism.

We call for the reconstruction of the Fourth 
International as the organ of the international 
working-class struggle for socialism.            n    
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By CARLOS SAPIR

Many months have passed since Mahsa 
Amini’s death in the custody of Iran’s reli
gious Guidance Patrol, but the protests in
spired by her death continue. Workers’ Voice 
stands in solidarity with the brave protesters 
fighting for basic democratic rights against 
increasingly severe state repression.

Without minimizing the significance of 
the protests’ immediate motivation—for 
women’s rights and against police brutal
ity—it is important to remember that these 
protests build on prior waves of unrest that 
have threatened the Iranian state. Since 2017, 
Iranians have repeatedly taken to the streets 
to express their rage against economic aus
terity, corruption, and state repression. The 
most recent round of protests, however, are 
notable for their longevity and their wide
spread nature across the country, despite 
drastic measures by the Iranian government 
to attempt to stamp them out.

Several hundred protesters have been killed 
by state forces, and it is estimated that nearly 
20,000 have been arrested. Individual protest
ers have been sentenced to execution on flimsy 
charges of attacking state forces, with a hand
ful of executions having already been publicly 
carried out. Repression has been especially 
fierce against ethnic minorities within Iran, 
particularly Baluchis and Arab Sunnis, as well 
as against Kurds, the ethnic group that Mahsa 
Amini herself belonged to.

Beyond its violent responses to the protests, 
the regime’s other maneuvering suggests that 
it has been knocked off balance in responding 
to the widespread protests. Publicly, the re
gime has maintained an unwavering stance in 
defense of its misogynistic policies. It has at
tempted to impede protests by applying inter
net blackouts—estimated to cost $37 million a 
day to maintain. These blackouts have impeded 
organizing within Iran, as well as international 
jour nalists’ ability to cover the protests. 

This has led to an artificial perception of calm 
internationally, dramatically punctured when 
Iranians are able to circumvent the blocks, such 
as during the World Cup group stages, when 
Iranian protesters were able to use their pres
ence in Qatar as an opportunity to raise their 
slogans for Women, Life and Freedom from in
side football stadiums during Iran’s matches. 
Even the official representatives of Iranian soc
cer refused to sing the Iranian national anthem 
in protest following their first match in the 
World Cup, although they would later do so af
ter following matches (and likely direct threats 
from the government). In the face of this con
tinued resistance by Iranians, the government 
has continued with the nonsensical claim that 

the protests are being incided by Saudi Arabia, 
and has cancelled diplomatic talks in response, 
a sign of the regime’s increasing isolation.

Although a centralized leadership for the 
protest movement has yet to emerge and trade
union coalitions have not been able to call for 
general strikes across the country, industrial 
union locals have organized periodic strikes in 
solidarity with the protests, while drawing the 
connection between the Iranian regime’s anti
worker economic policies and its repression of 
women.

Protests have also spread through over 100 
universities across the country. The ability of 
workers to connect their labor militancy to the 
broader protest movement will be decisive to 
the protest movements’ ability to threaten the 
Iranian regime. Meanwhile, there are reports 
of armed resistance in the regions of Iranian 
Kurds, with the support of Kurdish militant or
ganizations across the border in Iraq, as the op
pressed Kurdish population of northwest Iran 
fights once more for its national liberation. 

As Marxists, we support the Iranian people’s 
struggle for an end to misogynist laws, police 
violence, and antiworker economic austerity. 
The Iranian regime tries to deflect responsibil
ity and paint the protests as the machinations 
of its regional rivals and U.S. imperialism, but 
these accusations are hollow in the face of the 
continued and widespread nature of the pro
tests. At the same time, we oppose any military 
or economic intervention by the U.S. or other 
imperialist powers, which would serve only to 
derail the protest movement, undermine its le
gitimacy, and further prevent the Iranian work
ing class from controlling Iran’s destiny.

The fact that some neoStalinist groups de
fend the Iranian regime is a testament to their 
inability to confront capitalist autocracy when 

it isn’t waving an American flag, as well as their 
own historical amnesia, given that the Islamic 
Republic presided over the imprisonment and 
execution of thousands of socialist activists, 
whether Stalinists, Trotskyists, or belonging to 
other tendencies.

Beyond the immediate struggles of the Ira
nian working class, Iran has become a vital 
supplier of munitions for Russia’s ongoing in
vasion of Ukraine. In this capacity, a threat to 
the Islamic Republic regime’s existence also 
threatens to cut off Russia’s ability to continue 
its invasion, forcing the withdrawal of Russian 
forces from Ukraine.

We agree with the International Workers 
League’s Dec. 6 statement in support of the pro
tests, which said: “We believe that the current 
regime in Iran should be replaced by a work
ingclass government. Only a government made 
and led by workers, farmers, and the oppressed 
nationalities will be able to put control of the 
entire economy in the hands of working people 
to build a society free of exploitation, with free 
health care and education, and ensure all dem
ocratic rights, including the right to succession 
to oppressed minorities, and full equality for 
women and the LGTBQ communities” (https://
workersvoiceus.org/2022/12/06/iwlstate
mentinsupportoftheprotestsiniran/).

It is the role of socialists around the world 
to form bonds of solidarity with the working 
people of Iran, call for the release of the thou
sands of imprisoned protesters, provide mate
rial support to the working class of Iran, oppose 
harmful imperialist interventions, and mobilize 
our unions, student groups, and unity organiza
tions to join us in these solidarity efforts.          n

Iranian protests: ‘Women, life, and freedom’
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(Above) Protesters in Iran display photo of 
Mahsa Amini.

 (Osan Kose / AFP / Getty Images)



By MICHAEL SCHREIBER

As freezing temperatures took hold in Ukraine, 
Russia stepped up its efforts to deprive the popu
lation of heat, water, and electricity—and to try 
to break morale. By December, fully onehalf of 
the country’s energy facilities had been damaged 
or destroyed. Apartment blocks, clinics, schools, 
and cultural facilities were also targeted.

Ukraine has steadily increased its success in 
repelling the bombardments. The government 
reported having shot down 80 percent of the 
rockets fired by Russia during the month of De
cember.

The office of the UN High Commissioner for Hu
man Rights said on Dec. 27 that it has confirmed 
6884 deaths and 10,947 injuries among civilians 
in Ukraine since Russia launched the invasion on 
Feb. 24, 2022. The real statistics, it stressed, are 
undoubtedly much higher, since major areas of 
the country in which civilians have come under 
attack—like Mariupol—are still under Russian 
occupation. Moreover, the invasion has driven 
some 14 million Ukrainians from their homes 
in “the fastest, largest displacement witnessed 
in decades,” according to the UN head of refugee 
relief, Filippo Grandi.

In early 2023, Ukrainian troops were slowly 
advancing on the eastern front in Luhansk along 
a triangle of highways leading to the twin river
side cities of Sievierodonetsk and Lysychansk, 
which Russia captured last summer. Ukrainian 
forces were pushing ahead from three direc
tions—from the southwest at Bakhmut (a town 
that the Russians were trying to encircle), from 
the northwest toward Kreminne, and from the 
northeast toward Starobilsk.

But the Ukrainian attempt to win back terri
tory will not be easy. The Russians have built a 

series of protective barriers near Kreminne and 
elsewhere along the battlefront, although they 
are often manned by recently drafted soldiers, 
with minimal training. Russia has also reportedly 
transferred into the eastern region many troops 
that had been stationed in the south of the coun
try last fall, when Ukraine captured the southern 
city of Kherson.

The hardcore of the Russian troops on the east
ern front are said to be members of the Wagner 
Group, a shadowy and ruthless mercenary corps 
that Russia has employed in its imperialist ex
ploits in Africa, Syria, and Latin America. In re
cent months, according to U.S. national security 
spokesman John Kirby, the Wagner Group has 
recruited into its ranks as many as 40,000 con
victed criminals who were released from Rus
sian prisons in exchange for military service. The 
death toll among them has been high.
Military aid from the U.S. and NATO

Observers expect that both adversaries will un
dertake major offensives this winter, when the 
frozen ground will enable tanks and trucks to op
erate more effectively. Although there is consid
erable evidence that the Russian high command 
miscalculated its preparedness for the February 
2022 invasion, as well as the will and capacity of 
Ukrainians to resist, we can anticipate that the 
regime will now redouble its efforts to annex the 
eastern and southern portions of Ukraine. This is 
historically the most industrialized section of the 
country, which contains rich mineral wealth and 
warmwater ports.

Russia hopes to gain additional military strength 
as the year progresses. Draftees who were held 
back from being sent to the front in 2022 will be 
better trained in the future than their predeces
sors were. And Putin has pledged to expand the 

army by another halfmillion troops, while rais
ing the age of potential draftees from 27 to 30.

At the same time, it is widely anticipated that 
the Ukrainian military, in addition to pressing 
to reclaim territory in the east of the country, 
will begin a drive in the south, directed toward 
recapturing Melitopol. On Dec. 10, it was able 
to launch U.S.supplied Himar missiles against a 
church in Melitopol that Russian forces were us
ing as their headquarters. The 38 Himar mobile 
missile launchers that the U.S. provided have en
abled Ukrainian forces to attack several hundred 
Russian bases and supply depots located far be
hind the front lines of battle.

The Ukrainians have an additional advantage 
of being supplied with highly advanced U.S.pro
duced intelligence and battlemanagement soft
ware, which can direct their weapons with great 
precision. The U.S. often helps with reconnais
sance, using its satellite system. And even newer 
weapons are in the pipeline. The Joint Direct At
tack Munition, usually referred to as JDAM (pro
nounced Jaydam), is a device that turns a bomb 
into a highly accurate, GPSguided weapon. The 
U.S. weapon was irst dropped by stealth bomb
ers over Kosovo in 1999; it will soon be used by 
Ukrainian pilots flying older Russianmade jets.

Ukrainian troops by the thousands are under
going training in Britain and other European 
countries. In the meantime, U.S. and French op
eratives are training them on uptodate weap
onry, including the Patriot missile battery from 
the United States and the similar MAMBA from 
France.

Ukrainian working people—as service workers 
and in medical roles, as volunteers in the regu
lar army, as members of the Territorial Defense 
Forces, and as partisans operating undercover 
behind the Russian lines—have made an impor
tant contribution to the country’s recent mili
tary successes. But the military aid from abroad, 
mainly from the U.S. and other imperialist coun
tries, is considered by some analysts to have 
been pivotal in turning the tide of battle, while 
helping to ward off Russian missile and drone at
tacks on the cities.

During the past year, until December, the U.S. 
government allocated from $48 billion to $68 bil
lion (depending on how it is calculated by vari
ous sources) in military, financial, and “humani
tarian” assistance to Ukraine. According to the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies, 
close to $40 billion was for the military—includ
ing for longterm weapons orders, U.S. military 
operations in the region, and money to weap
ons manufacturers to replenish the U.S. arsenal. 
And some funds went to U.S. allies in Europe 
to compensate for giving older and outmoded 
equipment to Ukraine, while enabling them to 
buy more modern weapons from the U.S. in the 
future. (Aid to Ukraine from Europe—Britain, 
Poland, the Baltic countries, etc.—amounted to 
about $41.4 billion in 2022.)

In December, the U.S. Congress earmarked an
other $45 billion for Ukraine as part of its $1.7 
trillion omnibus package. This aid is in addition 

Ukrainian troops gain ground as 
Russian missiles pound the cities
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(Left) Militia training in Kyiv, February 2022.
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to emergency loans that Ukraine has received 
from the World Bank and other major lenders.
Imperialism and the Zelensky regime

Workers Voice supports the right of selfde
termination for the Ukrainian people, and we 
stand in solidarity with their resistance to the 
invasion by Russian imperialism. And therefore, 
we believe that Ukraine has the right to request 
aid from any country—including the U.S. and its 
NATO allies—in order to carry on the fight.

But we warn that none of this aid, whether in 
grants or loans, is “free”; the imperialists will 
demand payback for all of it in one form or an
other. Just a few years ago, the IMF and the World 
Bank pressured Ukraine to “balance its budget” 
by cutting back on social spending. Health care 
was privatized in 2018, and state employees 
were subjected to a raise in the age for retire
ment pensions. Given that experience, we should 
expect that the major lenders and donors will 
ask Ukraine to commit to even more “structural 
reforms” in the future, including further privati
zations and opening the way for an infusion of 
foreign capital.

Volodymyr Zelensky was elected president in 
2018 as an antiestablishment “new face,” who 
promised that Ukraine would take an indepen
dent path in the world. Now, however, the Zelen
sky regime has shown itself to be quite open to 
collaboration with Western imperialism—during 

the war and afterward. This was symbolized by 
the Ukrainian president’s theatrical visit to the 
U.S. Congress in December when, holding the 
American flag, he declared in an utterance wor
thy of Ronald Reagan: “We will win because we 
are united—Ukraine, America, and the entire free 
world!” A week later, Zelensky urged the Europe
an Union to open membership talks with Ukraine.

On the economic front, Zelensky demonstrated 
his friendliness to capitalist interests from the be
ginning of his administration with a decree that 
cancelled some 16 regulations that he claimed 
were unnecessary restrictions on business. After 
the war began, his government was able to take 
advantage of martial law, which hampers the 
ability of people to protest, in order to pass mea
sures to hold down wages and curtail the rights 
of the country’s working class. For example, the 
Law on the Organization of Labor Relations un
der Martial Law, passed last April, lifts penal
ties for refusing to pay wages, allows workers 
to be fired despite collective bargaining agree
ments, and reduces paid time off. The Ukrainian 
parliament passed another law last August that 
exempts enterprises with fewer than 250 work
ers (i.e., 70% of employees) from negotiating 
with trade unions or complying with other labor 
rights. Companies are permitted to suspend prior 
labor contracts, and to extend or reduce working 
hours unilaterally.

The Ukrainian working class is faced with a 
combination of tasks at present. On the one hand, 

it needs to organize itself in the struggle to repel 
the Russian invaders and to begin to reconstruct 
the country. At the same time, it needs to orga
nize against the antiworkingclass and antiso
cial measures of the Zelensky regime and against 
the project of foreign capital to lock the country 
even more firmly in its grasp.

The International Workers League, of which 
Workers’ Voice is a sympathizing group, issued a 
statement last fall that sums up these tasks. The 
IWL called on Ukrainian working people to defend 
“the expropriation of all the assets of the Russian 
oligarchs and enterprises associated with Putin’s 
regime, the nationalization and centralization in 
the hands of the state of the economy, in the ser
vice of national defense, under workers’ control, 
and the centralization of Territorial Defenses as 
the organization of the resistance in workers’ 
militias favoring the tendency towards indepen
dence of the government.”

Workers’ Voice and the IWL are supporting an 
important act of international solidarity in the 
Workers’ Aid Campaign to Ukraine, organized by 
the International Labour Network for Solidarity 
and Struggles. Last April, the campaign sent a 
truck convoy with humanitarian aid (mainly food 
and power generators) to the Miners’ and Metal
lurgists’ Union in Kryvyi Rih. A new fundraising 
campaign to obtain supplies for Kryvyi Rih is 
now being organized. To contribute, see https://
laboursolidarity.org/en/. Or use the QR code on 
page 2.                                                              n

(continued from page 4)

Immigrant workers held at the Mesa Verde 
detention center in Bakersfield, Calif., and at 
the Golden State Annex (GSA) detention cen-
ter in McFarland, Calif., have been on strike 
since last summer. The workers are raising 
a series of labor lawsuits that protest living 
and working conditions imposed by the fed-
eral government through ICE and the private 
prison corporation GEO.

The salary paid to detained immigrants for 
the work of cleaning the detention centers 
is a miserable $1 per day. They do not have 
medical services, prevented from communi-
cating with their relatives, eat poor quality 
food (which is often rotting), and have few 
latrines for overcrowded dormitories. 

The strike for labor rights of the immigrants 
confined in these detention centers is an im-
portant component of the current wave of 
struggles and strikes of the U.S. working class. 
It has been carried out outside of the orga-
nized union struggle and by some of the most 
marginalized and segregated workers of the 
U.S. working class.

On the one hand, workers in detention 
centers face the most humiliating attack on 
the wages of the working class as a whole. 
Corporations like GEO pay them $1 a day, in 
violation of all the federal and state minimum 
wage laws, with the approval of the Home-
land Security Department. On the other hand, 

they must contend with the racist slanders 
that both Democrats and Republicans rou-
tinely employ against immigrant workers—
often smearing them as drug traffickers and 
criminals. This strategy helps the capitalists to 
divide the working class and can help to pre-
vent the progress of workers’ solidarity and 
the victory of the strikes.

The condition of the strikers as undocu-
mented immigrants in detention centers is 
used by the government through ICE and 
large corporations such as GEO to segregate 
and discriminate against immigrants by treat-
ing them as pariah workers. This has the clear 
purpose of making immigrants targets of at-
tack not only by government authorities but 
also by despotic factions, white supremacists, 
and the most backward sectors of the mainly 
white working class that consider immigrants 
their enemies.

Dealing with all these challenges, the strik-
ing immigrant workers who are confined to 
the Mesa Verde and GSA detention centers 
remain steadfast in their resolve to continue 
fighting for their just demands. Their bravery 
and determination to win their demands have 
inspired many pro-immigrant organizations, 
workers, and union and community organiza-
tions to offer support.

Economic solidarity has allowed the compa-
ñeros on strike to have the resources to cover 

the most basic needs in the detention centers. 
The mobilization actions carried out in front 
of the ICE facilities in San Francisco and in 
front of the Mesa Verde facilities in Bakers-
field and GSA in McFarland have been a sign 
that the strike is not alone. It is important to 
highlight the work carried out by the inde-
pendent and democratically organized Strike 
Support Committee. This is perhaps one of the 
most important gains of the strike.

The refusal of GEO management to resolve 
the central demand of the workers—the pay-
ment of the minimum wage as established by 
California law—shows that the fight is still far 
from reaching a successful conclusion. For 
this reason, discussions are being held on how 
to strengthen the strikes. A central task for all 
strikes to succeed is to call for the unity of the 
struggles and building a united front.

We must denounce the intransigent policy 
of Democrats and Republicans in the govern-
ment who are complicit with GEO. Economic 
solidarity with the strike must be strength-
ened by increasing contributions and seeking 
to diversify it among more unions, pro-immi-
grant NGOs, and worker communities. A vic-
tory for the immigrant workers’ strike in the 
detention centers is a victory for the entire 
working class. For more info and to contrib-
ute, see https://sites.google.com/ccijustice.
org/supportdetainedstrikers/home-english.  n

Challenges of the immigrant workers’ strikes at detention centers



6   workers’ Action   winter 2023

By RICHARD CAPRON

While the Conference of the Parties may 
sound like a rowdy college campus 
weekend, in reality it is a very seri

ous meeting of representatives from all around 
the world, held annually since 1992. It is bet
ter known by its acronym COP, and the meet
ing held last Nov. 618 was the 27th, convened 
under the auspices of the UNFCCC (United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change) and the host country (Egypt).

Previous COP meetings of special note have 
taken place in Kyoto (1992), Paris (2015), and 
Glasgow (2021). These conferences have pro
duced resolutions intended to reduce carbon 
emissions, which are largely responsible for 
the rapidly accelerating rise in global warming. 
Climate scientists have targeted the necessity 
of limiting the rise in global temperatures to 
no more than 1.5 degrees C higher than prein
dustrial levels, in order to avert future climate 
disaster. But in spite of ongoing protocols es
tablished by previous COP gatherings, little has 
been accomplished in reaching targeted goals.

Hope ran high in the leadup to COP 27, based 
on the growing recognition of the adverse ef
fects of climate change disproportionately felt 
by nations whose history includes significant 
chapters of colonial domination and exploita
tion. Catastrophic flooding in Pakistan this past 
summer highlights the severity of this crisis. 
Satellite images showed that more than one
third of Pakistan was under water, due to re

cord monsoon rains. This resulted in massive 
displacement of the population and millions of 
acres of crops wiped out, with the loss of hun
dreds of thousands of livestock. Collateral ef
fects included a dramatic rise in infectious dis
eases due to compromised sanitation and lack 
of potable water, destruction of infrastructure 
necessary for supplying basic human services, 
and access to urgent medical care.

In short, the picture is incredibly bleak for 
this nation formerly under British rule. CNN 
cites European Union data indicating that 
Pakistan is responsible for less than 1% of the 
world’s planetwarming gases. Yet, accord
ing to the Global Climate Risk Index, it is the 
eighth most vulnerable nation to the climate 
crisis. This is but one example of the disparity 
between a region suffering the worst effects of 
climate change—a problem for which it is only 
minimally responsible—and the industrialized 
nations of China, Europe, and the United States, 
which are primarily responsible for green
house gas emissions.

A similar scenario could be framed for many 
countries in Africa, South Asia, Latin America, 
the Caribbean, and the Pacific Islands. Drought, 
sea level rise, intense weather events, and gla
cial melt portend a disastrous future for the 
lands in our global community that can least 
absorb their impact.

Such was the background against which the 
Conference of the Parties gathered In Sharm El 
Sheik, a resort town on the southernmost tip 
of the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. All told, there 

were somewhere in the neighborhood 
of 30,000 people who assembled in 
this remote venue overlooking the Red 
Sea. Holding COP 27 under the auspic
es of an authoritarian regime provided 
a measure of “security,” but ensured 
that only certain parties would have 
access to the discussions and delibera
tions of the conference. At past COP 
events, there were frequent demon
strations from climate activists trying 
to influence the delegates. Not so this 
time. Police and military personnel es
tablished tight control with passport 
checks, roadblocks, and ubiquitous 
surveillance cameras.

According to reports by Alix Dietzel, 
senior lecturer in climate justice at 
the University of Bristol, the UNFCCC 
strictly regulates who can attend ne
gotiations. Parties (country negotia
tion teams), the media, and observers 
(NGOs, IGOs, and UN special agencies) 

must all be preapproved. Many of the official 
negotiating teams included in their number 
representatives of the oil and gas lobby. As 
many as 636 attendees were lobbyists of the 
fossilfuel industry, making sure that their in
terests would influence any outcome. ARAM
CO, Exxon Mobil, Chevron, Shell, BP, and other 
fossilfuel entities were prepared to defend 
themselves against any attempts to curtail their 
profits. 

The Paris Agreement (COP 21) had com
mitted countries to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 80 percent by 2050—a 
goal that was entirely inadequate to meet the 
growing climate emergency. Countries were 
to submit plans to achieve this goal every five 
years, although the agreement left out speci
fying the means by which this was to be done, 
allowing great wiggle room for the protection 
of corporate interests. Moreover, the national 
goals were purely voluntary, and there was no 
method of enforcement. (Achieving those ob
jectives was set back even further the following 
year, when President Donald Trump withdrew 
from the Paris Agreement.)

Despite its severe limitations, it was an agree
ment that promised small progress in the ef
fort to curtail or mitigate the causes of climate 
change. It should come as no surprise that the 
fossilfuel lobby would make a concerted effort 
at COP 27 to stop any drift toward eliminating 
extractive sources of energy. 

COP 27: The road to catastrophe

(continued on page 10)
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(Left) Climate protest in Brussels, 
Belgium, before COP 27.
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By CHRISTINE MARIE

Chris Miller, the author of the Financial 
Times Business Book of the Year “Chip 
War” and a professor of international 

history at Tufts University’s Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy, was recently asked by FT 
journalist Andrew Hill about the outcome of 
the unprecedented export controls that Wash
ington announced against China. “It is possible, 
says Miller, that the risks of economic selfim
molation will keep peace between China and 
Taiwan and between the U.S. and China, but ‘if 
you asked me how confident I am in that, I don’t 
see a lot of reason for great confidence’” (“The 
Great Chip War,” Financial Times, Dec. 27, 2022).

Miller is an unabashed supporter of U.S. 
global dominance in semiconductors. However, 
he clearly did not anticipate that Washington 
would adopt policies sure to deepen tensions 
not only between U.S. and Chinese imperialism, 
but between Washington and its historic Cold 
War allies in Europe, South Korea, and Japan, 
all of whose tech industries reap serious profits 
from the giant Chinese market, which absorbs 
50% of all chips produced.

In October 2022, the Biden administration 
announced farreaching export controls aimed 
at crippling the ability of Chinese firms to be
come selfsufficient in advanced technology. 
The controls focus on restricting the importing 
by China of tools that would allow the manufac
ture of leadingedge graphics processing units 
(GPUs) that are important for the deep learning 
processes behind current advances in artificial 
intelligence (AI).

They also try to prohibit the sale to China of 
the semiconductor manufacturing equipment 
(SME) necessary for advanced logic chips, a 
category that includes central processing units 
and applicationspecific integrated circuits 
below 10 nanometers (nm), with the lowest 
nanometer size referring to the chips densest 
with transistors and theoretically able to run at 
faster speeds using less power than “mature” or 
“legacy” semiconductors.

In 2020, China announced that their Semi
conductor Manufacturing International Cor
poration (SMIC) had made breakthroughs in 
a 7nm chipmaking process, reportedly devel
oping tools, photoresist technique, and other 
knowhow that would allow them to reduce re
liance on foreign equipment and material ven
dors and compete with the 7nm process at the 
world’s largest semiconductor manufacturer, 
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Com
pany (TSMC). If this new process reached the 
production stage, China would reportedly have 
been able to develop and produce advanced 
chips without highly specialized extreme ul
traviolet (EUV) lithography machines from the 
Netherlands that the U.S. had been previously 
able to block under world trade rules related 

to military production. Instead, they could pro
ceed with what is called “multipatterning DUV,” 
using deep ultraviolet lithography (DUV) equip
ment produced in the Netherlands and Japan.

To block any further advancement by China, 
the U.S. has been trying to persuade the Dutch 
firm Advanced Semiconductor Materials Li
thography (ASML) to quit selling China this 
legacy equipment as well. In addition, the cur
rent U.S. actions force scientists and engineers 
currently working in the field in China to either 
leave the country or forfeit their U.S. passport 
or residency credentials.

This measure is deeply impacting not only 
Chinese firms but also European or East Asian 
firms with deep investments in China and with 
employees working there who want to hold 
onto the ability to return to the U.S.

The U.S. actions are being described as a “sea
change” in China trade policy. In the past, for
mal export controls were limited to military 
or dual use technologies (Gavin Bade, “Special 
Report,” Politico, Dec. 26, 2022). For the U.S., 
the distinction is soon to be lost. The current 
round of controls is necessarily combined with 
increased preparation for war. This combined 
approach was outlined in a “national security” 
document that proclaimed that during the next 
10 years, the guardians of the U.S. system must 
defeat China, which “is the only competitor with 
the intent to challenge the international order 
and increasingly, the economic, diplomatic, mil
itary, and technological power to do it. Beijing 
has ambitions to create an enhanced sphere 
of influence in the IndoPacific and to become 
the world’s leading power” (“National Security 
Strategy,” October 2022, p. 23). 

In Washington’s view, this requires disman
tling the norms of the recent period of capital
ist globalization that could present obstacles 

to Washington’s effort to regain the global he
gemony it enjoyed when it was still the world’s 
leading manufacturer and victorious military 
power. However, not all of Washington’s Cold 
War allies are certain that they have the same 
project. In the current period of deep global 
capitalist crises that include a looming reces
sion, falling rates of profit, the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, and a deepening loss of public con
fidence in their rule, the geopolitical rivalries 
and economic competition between the U.S., 
imperialist powers in Europe, and Japan are 
deepening. Washington’s export controls aimed 
at China are being examined in this light.

As Antonia Hmaidi and Rebecca Arcesati 
note in a Dec. 17, 2022, article in The Diplomat, 
“Some of these controls won’t be effective un
less the other major semiconductorproducing 
nations get on board—which they have been re
luctant to do so far.” While the U.S. demands that 
traditional allies collaborate in these extreme 
export controls are posed as issues of “secu
rity” for “democracies” against a Chinese au
tocracy, European, South Korean, and Japanese 
firms are showing reluctance to fully acquiesce. 
For example, the CEO of the Dutch firm ASML 
famously told reporters that his company has 
“given up enough” by complying with previous 
export controls demanded by the U.S. 

That restriction on sales to China of their EUV 
chipmaking equipment has already resulted, 
he said, in U.S. chipgear makers gaining 25% 
of the Chinese market to the ASML 17% (Ca
gan Koc, Bloomberg, Dec. 14, 2022). In fact, the 
whole “decoupling” project of the U.S. is depen
dent on “friendshoring” or setting up a new 
global supply chain with “friends.” On the other 
hand, China has responded with a $143 billion 
subsidy for purchasing chipmaking equipment.

Biden’s trade war: Bad news for working people

(continued on page 9)
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By ERNIE GOTTA

According to the NLRB, “Year 2022 (Oct. 
1–June 30), union representation peti
tions filed at the NLRB have increased 

58%—up to 1892 from 1197 during the first 
three quarters of FY2021. By May 25, FY2022 
petitions exceeded the total number of peti
tions filed in all of FY2021. At the same time, 
unfair labor practice charges have increased 
16%—from 11,082 to 12,819.”

This, of course, includes the national cam
paign by SEIU through Workers United, which 
has organized 257 Starbucks, totaling some 
6694 employees. The UAW has also won its 
first attempt to organize a new General Mo
tors (GM) electric vehicle battery plant in 
Ohio, which employs 900 workers. The main 
question here is whether or not they will be 
brought into the GM master contract and 
whether the UAW can grow in the nonunion 
auto industry, in particular the new electric 
vehicle industry.

Union popularity, in general, is on the rise. 
A Gallup poll in August 2022 stated, “Seven
tyone percent of Americans now approve of 
labor unions. Although statistically similar to 
last year’s 68%, it is up from 64% before the 
pandemic and is the highest Gallup has record
ed on this measure since 1965.”

An article in The Guardian last September 
points to more details about the rise in strike 
activity: “According to the labor action tracker 
at Cornell University, strikes in 2022 so far 
have significantly outpaced strike activity in 
2021, with 180 strikes involving 78,000 work
ers in the first six months of 2022, compared 

with 102 strikes involving 26,500 workers in 
the first six months of 2021.”

These numbers do not include the massive 
strike of 48,000 graduate and postdoc stu
dent workers and faculty in the University of 
California system. Workers’ Voice members 
participating in this fight write, “While the 
strike is officially in response to an Unfair La
bor Practices suit, workers’ key demands are 
primarily related to the high cost of living in 
California. They want a raise that would bring 
them out of rent burdens, childcare subsi
dies, job security, full funding for international 
students, smaller class sizes, as well as better 
protections from workplace harassment and 
climatefriendly policies such as university in
vestment in free public transportation.”

In industry and logistics there are rotating 
pockets of strike actions, including two strikes 
at Sherwin Williams paint production facto
ries. Some 800 dockworkers (ILA Local 1410) 
in Mobile, Ala., have been walking the picket 
line since late November, and at the same time, 
1100 papermill workers (Steelworkers Local 
507) in Canton, N.C., voted down their contract 
for a second time in an industry that has seen 
strikes in Washington and Alabama.

The strike at the Warrior Met coal mine in 
Alabama has been ongoing since April 2021. 
UMWA members remain committed to their 
strike, as there is a lot to lose. In recent con
tract negotiations, the miners have demanded 
$1.1 billion that would reverse the conces
sions made in 2016 to help the mine recover 
profitability. The billiondollar price tag in
cluded concessions in health care, vacations, 
overtime and more. Since those concessions, 

an influx of investors has made the mine 
very profitable. The strike is costing 
the company money, as SPGlobal.com 
reported losses of $17.9 million in the 
second quarter. As the strike continues, 
however, it will grow increasingly more 
difficult to maintain the picket lines. Out 
of the 900 miners who started the strike 
a year and a half ago, 500 remain.

The Service Employees International 
Union (SEIU) launched preholiday 
work actions and oneday strikes at air
ports around the U.S. on Dec. 8.

Huffington Post wrote, “Airport servic
es workers, including baggage handlers, 
cabin cleaners, janitors, security guards 
and wheelchair attendants rallied in 15 
cities across the U.S. to demand better 
working conditions and living wages. ... 
Workers in three major hubs―Chicago, 
Boston, and Newark―went on strike.”

SEIU seems to be using worker ac
tions to bolster a legislative approach. 

This method can be demoralizing for work
ers as the outcome of their struggle is left in 
the hands of capitalist politicians. NBC News 
wrote, “The rallies supported the Good Jobs 
for Good Airports Act, introduced in June by 
Sen. Ed Markey, DMass. The proposal would 
set a minimum hourly wage of $15 for airport 
service workers, as well as ensure that they 
have paid time off, holidays, adequate health 
care and other benefits. It would be similar to 
what other federal contractors currently re
ceive.”

Alongside its airport and Starbucks cam
paigns, SEIU has also launched a new South
ern union formation. The shift in strategy 
comes from SEIU’s experience in the South 
with Fight for $15 and a Union and the Raise 
Up coalition. Organizing in the South has been 
an uphill battle for the labor movement, which 
mobilizes workers around electoral and leg
islative efforts for change. Instead, workers 
should rely on their own power—which in
cludes longer protracted fights that withhold 
labor and are sustained by solidarity from the 
broader working class.

Labor Notes writes about the new SEIU ap
proach, “Hundreds of service workers from 
across the South gathered in Columbia, South 
Carolina, Nov. 1719 to launch the Union of 
Southern Service Workers (USSW), taking 
their fight to a new level. ... In addition to fast 
food, members work in hotels, gas stations, 
retail, home care, sitdown restaurants, and 
more...

“Labor laws are ineffective for most workers, 
particularly Southern workers. The National 
Labor Relations Act excluded agricultural, 
domestic, and tipped workers, who have com
prised a relatively large share of the Southern 
workforce. Southern states are more likely to 
have righttowork laws and less likely to have 

ON THE PICKET LINE

(continued on page 9)
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European reluctance to fully sign onto the U.S. project has been exacer
bated by the expected impact of Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act on Euro
pean and East Asian allies. The IRA legislates massive subsidies via tax 
breaks to companies producing electric vehicles and batteries, and other 
dubiously “green” technology. European leaders have protested that the 
U.S. tax breaks will lead to European companies decamping to the U.S., 
forcing European nations to compete in what the World Trade Organiza
tion directorgeneral called a “subsidy race to the bottom.”

The Chips Act similarly is handing out $52.7 billion to some of the most 
profitable semiconductor companies in the world to build plants in the 
U.S. It is here that the antiworker thrust of the Chips Act and the IRA come 
into focus. While the bureaucratized U.S. labor movement has heralded 
the Chips Act as a “workercentric” trade policy, and the IRA as part of 
an industrial policy that will provide jobs and security to working people, 

the impact of this gigantic distribution of tax dollars to those who profit 
mainly off of the planned obsolescence of commercial electronic gadgets 
surely will not increase the security of working people.

Instead, it portends the continuation—at the expense of social spending 
for public housing, universal health care, education, and a real just energy 
transition—of massive handouts to corporate America so they can better 
crush their Chinese competition. This leads to ever more economic mea
sures that are replicating irrational production on three continents, with 
each group of national or regional elites hoping to achieve a slim margin 
of profit allowing them to drive the others out of business. With each plant 
closing, corporate consolidation, and new cycle of manic investment, there 
will be a disruption of jobs and a scramble to compete by lowering wages.

As the current rise in interimperialist rivalry shows, working people in 
the U.S. need to find their way to actual collaboration with Chinese and 
European workers against the bosses and their governments. This com
bined force is, ultimately, the only power that can prevent contemporary 
imperialist rivals from finally settling their fight over profits with weapons 
and workingclass blood.                                                                                           n

authorized public sector bargaining rights. For 
this reason, the USSW is forming itself as a union 
now—not waiting to be sanctioned by the Na
tional Labor Relations Board (NLRB).”

In the coming years, we may see more of the 
traditional unions follow SEIU’s model of set
ting up “new” unions with different names, like 
“Union of Southern Service Workers” or “Star
bucks Workers United,” in an attempt to rebrand 
and present something fresh.

Similarly, adjacent to the Amazon Labor Union 
(ALU), Teamsters have been supporting Amazon 
worker organizing efforts across the country. In 
September 2022, 1000 Teamsters rallied at Ama
zon headquarters in Seattle during a conference 
of the Teamsters Women’s Caucus. The Seattle 
action was followed by workerled actions that 
brought to light months of organizing in places 
like a key Amazon air hub in San Bernardino, Ca
lif., and a major distribution hub in Joliet, Ill.

According to the Chicago Sun-Times, “Organiz
ers said more than 600 workers in Joliet signed a 
petition demanding that the company raise base 
hourly wages to $25. Amazon has said it has 
raised average starting pay for warehouse staff 
to $19 an hour. The workers also are demand
ing a more robust company response to death 
threats directed at Black employees that they 
said were posted in an employee washroom last 
May.”

Amazon has become a prime target for work
ers in the logistics sector. Prepandemic, the 
company had 500,000 employees. Two years 
later, that number has ballooned to 1.6 million 
along with a massive increase of infrastructure 
projects, including hundreds of new warehouse 
facilities across the country.

The fact that major unions are reexamin
ing the way they’ve organized in the past is an 
important step forward. A renewed focus on 

worker to worker organizing and a more 
militant approach is also a positive de
velopment. But the main political thrust 
of the labor movement has remained the 
same—an orientation to the Democratic 
Party that will ultimately sideline the 

need for union democracy and workers power.

Class independence and a labor party
We reject the idea that workers have anything 

to gain by collaborating with management. We 
need independent unions—independent from 
the bosses and managers at the workplace but 
also from those who advocate and receive money 
from corporations at the state and national level.

Our message urges the unions to take steps to 
organize a workingclass party, or “labor party,” 
built on a fighting and democratic labor move
ment. Such a party could fight in daytoday 
struggles for the interests of the working class 
and the oppressed, as well as competing in elec
tions. In the future, when class consciousness 
has increased, we may see the need to move to 
actions for building a labor party.

The steps by Biden and Congress to force a 
new contract on rail workers in early December 
heightened the need to develop our message 
around this question. Rankandfile workers ev
erywhere are feeling betrayed by the Democratic 
Party, which the union bureaucracy mobilizes 

their membership to support each year. Work
ers’ Voice members report that discussions with 
workers on the job frequently turn to the fight 
of railroad workers and the Democrats. Many of 
the workers agree that a labor party or a worker
led party is the logical next step.

UNITE HERE’s initiative for the Georgia elec
tions demonstrates concretely how unions can 
easily mobilize thousands of their members and 
play a decisive role in an election. With the co
alition put together by UNITE HERE, they ran 
labor’s largest field operation in Georgia after 
securing significant victories in Nevada, Arizona, 
and Pennsylvania— knocking on over 3.2 million 
doors over the 2022 midterm cycle.

What would be possible if a similar effort were 
applied to a different strategy? What would it 
mean to put aside old internal conflicts in the 
labor movement and combine the forces of vari
ous unions? Could organized labor run their own 
candidates in elections? Is it possible to build a 
new party independent of the Democrats and 
the influence of capitalists? What type of pro
gram could a labor party put forward?

A mass independent labor party has never ex
isted in the U.S. Even a reformist labor party that 
broke from the Democratic Party, mobilized in 
favor of the working class, and ran independent
ly in elections would be a major arena for social
ists and other classstruggle fighters to fight for a 

militant workingclass program.
There is also another danger. The 

absence of a classstruggle left wing in 
the labor movement that advocates in
dependent workingclass action creates 
a vacuum that can be filled by farright 
forces. This possibility was made clear 
when the president of the Brotherhood 
Maintenance Way Employees Division 
(BMWED Teamsters), Tony Cardwell, 
appeared on farright ideologue Steve 
Bannon’s talk show on Dec. 3 to discuss 
Congress’ forcing a contract on railroad 
workers. Bannon warmly welcomed 
Cardwell as both men blasted the Biden 
administration.                                           n

... ON THE PICKET LINE
(continued from page 8)

... Biden’s trade war
(continued from page 7) 
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For two weeks, the conferees heard speeches 
by heads of state and representatives of the 
nearly 200 countries in attendance. President 
Joe Biden spoke to the conference about what 
the U.S. plans, emphasizing funding adaptation 
measures for those who are most severely af
fected by climate events. However, the funding 
he proposed falls embarrassingly short of the 
needs. 

Committing $100 million to the Adaptation 
Fund is a mere gesture toward remediating 
the harm done by the world’s second largest 
emitter of greenhouse gases. Flooding in Paki
stan alone will cost tens of billions or more in 
recovery. The President’s Emergency Plan for 
Adaptation and Resilience (PREPARE) com
mits $150 million for climate loss and dam
age across Africa, with $20 million for work in 
Small Island Developing States. Such proposals 
are woefully inadequate when measured 
against the magnitude of the calamities 
wrought on the poorest nations. 

After the many speeches appealing to 
the Conference from the least developed 
and least industrialized countries, the 
tension between strategies of adapta
tion and mitigation became evident. Ad
aptation is focused on addressing “loss 
and damage” generated by the effects 
of decades of the prior accumulation 
of greenhouse gases. Mitigation, on the 
other hand, considers and takes action 
toward eliminating the root causes of 
climate change.

As the Conference was nearing its con
clusion, delegates were facing a deadline 
with no clear recommendations giving 
evidence of their concerns and plans 
for the future. In a latenight session, 
they cobbled together a package that ad
dressed the loss and damage side of the 
issue with the establishment of a fund 
from which relief could be given to those 
countries far less responsible and most 
severely damaged by the worst climate 
events. The details of this fund would be 
worked out, supposedly, over the next 
year.

That agreement can be reached on 
how to “fund the fund” is highly unlikely, 
however, given the economics that cal
culate risk on investment, and require 
interest that cannot be paid by the poor
est nations. Without getting into the 
complex requirements in paying for loss 
and damage, the short version of the 
problem is that the current global eco
nomic system (capitalism) runs contrary 
to what is needed. The relentless push 

for profits that benefit the few does not square 
with the wellbeing of the many—or the Earth.

The framework that is proposed depends on 
the voluntary largesse of wealthy nations to 
come to the rescue of the poorest. Reflecting on 
the improbability of such generosity from the 
U.S., Bill McKibben (longtime climate activist) 
says, “Congress won’t spend tax dollars on the 
descendants of enslaved Africans; they’re even 
more unlikely to do it for the survivors of the 
climate crisis in Africa or Asia.”

So, what are we to conclude about the out
come of COP 27? It would seem that any effort 
to deal with climate mitigation was dead on ar
rival, given the overwhelming presence of fos
sil fuel lobbyists and the outsized delegations 
from oil and gas producing nations. The goal 
of a transformative reduction in carbon emis
sions, to which the Paris Agreement and the 
Glasgow conference gave toothless shows of 

support, was barely addressed in Egypt. And 
it appears that the adaptation measures that 
were proposed had the character of a conso
lation prize to quiet the less industrialized 
nations of the world. Thus, far from achieving 
progress by any meaningful measure, COP 27 
just kicked the can down the road, while planet 
Earth continues on the road to catastrophe.

It would be easy to allow ourselves to get 
swallowed in the gloom and doom of this im
pending outcome. Socialists, however, embrace 
an active alternative. We fight back against the 
powers arrayed against the working class, the 
poor, and the Earth itself. The movement is 
growing in opposition to Big Oil and Coal, and 
to the banks and governmental authorities that 
serve them while fostering climate change and 
environmental degradation. It includes and is 
often led by Indigenous people and many oth
ers from the frontline communities who are in 
the direct path of pipelines, forest clearance, 
and industrial pollution. This movement must 
organize worldwide to encompass the great 
mass of humanity, and seize the power to alter 
the future.                                                                   n

... COP 27: Toward climate catastrophe
(continued from page 6) 

Below are some of the climate demands and 
proposals contained in the Political Resolution 
that was approved at the fusion convention of 
Workers’ Voice in March 2022. The full docu-
ment is available at www.workersvoiceUS.org.

• Stop burning fossil fuels! Leave the oil an 
gas in the ground! Nationalize the oil industry 
in order to convert it immediately into a means 
of generating wind, solar, geothermal, or small 
installations of hydro-power (not big dams). 
The conversion process should be placed under 
the democratic control of the working class.

• Reparations from the oil corporations for 
the environmental degradation and human 
health hazards they have created. Close the 
refineries, while providing training and jobs at 
union wages for former oil workers

• Climate is a public health crisis. Health care 
should be socialized and free for all.

• Housing, schools, and workplaces must be 
constructed and reconditioned for sustainabil-
ity. We need a massive government program to 
construct efficient low-cost housing for work-
ing people, and to restore and improve current 
housing. Reverse suburban sprawl; restore the 
land to its natural state (forest, meadows, des-
ert, etc.) or to ecologically sound farming.

• No funds for the military; convert military 
production to production for human needs and 
to survive the climate crisis!

• Solidarity with workers, peasants, and 
Indigenous people around the world in their 
struggles against imperialism and their own 

capitalists and landlords. End U.S. extractive 
industries abroad; the U.S. government should 
aid in the regeneration of despoiled forests, 
waterways, and Indigenous land.

• Nationalize the land. End subsidies for cor-
porate agriculture. Funding for agro-ecological 
and urban farming. Ban chemical pesticides. 

• Right of veto, and return of the land, to In-
digenous peoples.

• Free, rapid, mass transportation—for all 
working people in order to replace the obliga-
tory use of the private automobile.

• Free and safe public child care and pre-
kindergarten education! No to capitalist and 
neo-colonial population control and forced 
sterilization schemes!

• Shorten the workweek with no reduction in 
pay. Organize national assemblies of working 
people to prioritize the production necessary 
for human needs and to propose which produc-
tion of unnecessary goods for profit must be 
shut down to dramatically reduce emissions.

These items—production, land use, transpor-
tation, health care, etc.—should be carried out 
in conjunction with a global plan to fulfill the 
needs of humans and all life on Earth. This re-
quires a democratically run social system that 
no longer functions according to the dictates of 
the capitalist class and their insatiable quest for 
private profit.

To this end, we believe that working people in 
the U.S.  should form a party with that objec-
tive in its sights—an action-oriented workers’ 
party with a clear program for socialist revo-
lution. Our efforts will be well rewarded, as 
climate change puts the survival of life itself in 
the balance.                                                    n

The socialist program 
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sus armas con gran precisión. EEUU ayuda a me
nudo con el reconocimiento, utilizando su sistema 
de satélites. Y se están preparando armas aún más 
nuevas. La Munición Conjunta de Ataque Directo, 
normalmente denominada JDAM, es un dispositi
vo que convierte una bomba en un arma de gran 
precisión guiada por GPS. El arma estadounidense 
fue lanzada por primera vez por bombarderos fur
tivos sobre Kosovo en 1999; pronto será utilizada 
por pilotos ucranianos que vuelan viejos reactores 
de fabricación rusa.

Miles de soldados ucranianos están recibiendo 
entrenamiento en Gran Bretaña y otros países eu
ropeos. Mientras tanto, agentes estadounidenses 
y franceses les entrenan en armamento moderno, 
incluida la batería de misiles Patriot de Estados 
Unidos y la similar MAMBA de Francia.

Los trabajadores ucranianos—como trabajado
res de los servicios y en funciones médicas, como 
voluntarios en el ejército regular, como miembros 
de las Fuerzas de Defensa Territorial y como par
tisanos que operan encubiertos tras las líneas ru
sas—han contribuido de forma importante a los 
recientes éxitos militares del país. Pero algunos 
analistas consideran que la ayuda militar proce
dente del extranjero, principalmente de Estados 
Unidos y otros países imperialistas, ha sido fun
damental para cambiar el rumbo de la batalla, al 
tiempo que ha ayudado a rechazar los ataques ru
sos con misiles contra las ciudades.

Durante el año pasado, hasta diciembre, el go
bierno estadounidense destinó a Ucrania entre 
48.000 y 68.000 millones de dólares (dependien
do de cómo lo calculen las distintas fuentes) en 
ayuda militar, financiera y “humanitaria.” Según el 
Centro de Estudios Estratégicos e Internacionales, 
cerca de 40.000 millones de dólares fueron para 
el ejército, incluidos los pedidos de armas a largo 
plazo, las operaciones militares estadounidenses 
en la región y el dinero a los fabricantes de armas 
para reponer el arsenal estadounidense. Y algu
nos fondos se destinaron a los aliados de Estados 
Unidos en Europa para compensar la entrega de 
material antiguo y anticuado a Ucrania, permi
tiéndoles al mismo tiempo comprar armas más 
modernas a Estados Unidos en el futuro.

En diciembre, el Congreso estadounidense des
tinó otros 45.000 millones de dólares a Ucrania 
como parte de su paquete general de 1,7 billones 
de dólares. Esta ayuda se suma a los préstamos 
de emergencia que Ucrania ha recibido del Banco 
Mundial y otros grandes prestamistas.
El imperialismo y el régimen de Zelensky

La Voz de los Trabajadores apoya el derecho 
de autodeterminación del pueblo ucraniano y, 
en consecuencia, nos solidarizamos con su resis
tencia a la invasión del imperialismo ruso. Y, por 
tanto, creemos que Ucrania tiene derecho a pedir 
ayuda a cualquier país incluidos EEUU y sus alia
dos de la OTAN para continuar la lucha.

Pero advertimos que ninguna de estas ayudas, 
ya sea en subvenciones o préstamos, es “gratuita”; 
los imperialistas exigirán el reembolso de toda ella 
de una forma u otra. Hace sólo unos años, el FMI y 
el Banco Mundial presionaron a Ucrania para que 
“equilibrara su presupuesto” recortando el gasto 
social. En 2018 se privatizó la sanidad y se aumen
tó la edad de jubilación de los funcionarios. Dada 

esta experiencia, cabe esperar que los principales 
prestamistas y donantes pidan a Ucrania que se 
comprometa a llevar a cabo aún más “reformas 
estructurales” en el futuro, incluidas nuevas priva
tizaciones y la apertura del camino a una infusión 
de capital extranjero.

Volodymyr Zelensky fue elegido presidente en 
2018 como una “cara nueva” contraria al esta
blishment, que prometió que Ucrania tomaría un 
camino independiente en el mundo. Ahora, sin 
embargo, el régimen de Zelensky se ha mostrado 
bastante abierto a la colaboración con el imperia
lismo occidental, durante la guerra y después de 
ella. Esto quedó simbolizado por la teatral visita 
del presidente ucraniano al Congreso de EEUU en 
diciembre, cuando, sosteniendo en alto la bandera 
estadounidense, declaró en unas palabras dignas 
de Ronald Reagan “Venceremos porque estamos 
unidos: Ucrania, Estados Unidos y todo el mundo 
libre.” Una semana después, Zelensky instó a la 
Unión Europea a iniciar conversaciones de adhe
sión con Ucrania.

En el frente económico, Zelensky demostró su 
amabilidad con los intereses capitalistas desde 
el principio de su gobierno con un decreto que 
anulaba unas 16 normativas que, según él, eran 
restricciones innecesarias para las empresas. 
Tras el comienzo de la guerra, su gobierno pudo 
aprovecharse de la ley marcial, que obstaculiza la 
capacidad de protesta de la población, para apro
bar medidas destinadas a contener los salarios y 
recortar los derechos de la clase obrera del país. 
Por ejemplo, la Ley sobre la Organización de las 
Relaciones Laborales bajo la Ley Marcial, aproba
da el pasado abril, levanta las penas por negarse a 
pagar los salarios, permite despedir a los trabaja
dores a pesar de los convenios colectivos y reduce 
el tiempo libre remunerado. El Parlamento ucra
niano aprobó otra ley el pasado agosto que exime 

a las empresas con menos de 250 trabajadores (es 
decir, el 70% de los empleados) de negociar con 
los sindicatos o cumplir otros derechos laborales. 
Se permite a las empresas suspender los contratos 
laborales anteriores y ampliar o reducir la jornada 
laboral unilateralmente.

La clase obrera ucraniana se enfrenta actual
mente a una combinación de tareas. Por un lado, 
necesita organizarse en la lucha para repeler a los 
invasores rusos y empezar a reconstruir el país. 
Al mismo tiempo, necesita organizarse contra las 
medidas antiobreras del régimen de Zelensky y 
contra el proyecto del capital extranjero de ence
rrar al país aún más firmemente en sus garras.

La Liga Internacional de los Trabajadores, de la 
que La Voz de los Trabajadores es un grupo sim
patizante, publicó el pasado septiembre una de
claración que resume estas tareas. La LIT llamó a 
los trabajadores ucranianos a defender la expro
piación de todos los bienes de los oligarcas rusos 
y de las empresas asociadas al régimen de Putin, la 
nacionalización y centralización en manos del Es
tado de la economía, al servicio de la defensa na
cional, bajo control obrero, y la centralización de 
las Defensas Territoriales como organización de la 
resistencia en milicias obreras que favorezcan la 
tendencia a la independencia del gobierno.”

La Voz de los Trabajadores y la LIT apoyan un 
importante acto de solidaridad internacional en 
la Campaña de Ayuda de los Trabajadores a Ucra
nia, organizada por la Red Laboral Internacional 
de Solidaridad y Lucha. El pasado mes de abril, la 
campaña envió un convoy de camiones con ayuda 
humanitaria al Sindicato de Mineros y Metalúrgi
cos de Kryvyi Rih. Ahora se está organizando una 
nueva campaña de recaudación de fondos para 
obtener suministros para Kryvyi Rih. Los deta
lles sobre cómo contribuir aparecerán en https://
laboursolidarity.org/campaña.                                n

... Ukraina gana terreno(desde la página 12)

Los trabajadores inmigrantes recluidos en el 
centro de detención Mesa Verde de Bakers-
field (California) y en el centro de detención 
Golden State Annex (GSA) de McFarland 
(California) están en huelga desde el verano 
pasado. Los trabajadores están planteando 
una serie de demandas judiciales que protes-
tan por las condiciones de vida y de trabajo 
impuestas por el gobierno federal a través del 
ICE y la empresa privada de prisiones GEO.

El salario que se paga a los inmigrantes 
detenidos por el trabajo de limpieza de los 
centros de detención es de un mísero 1$ al 
día. No tienen servicios médicos, se les im-
pide comunicarse con sus familiares, comen 
alimentos de mala calidad (que a menudo se 
pudren) y disponen de pocas letrinas para los 
dormitorios superpoblados.

Los trabajadores de los centros de deten-
ción se enfrentan a la violación de las leyes 
federales y estatales sobre salario mínimo, 

con la aprobación de la Seguridad Nacio-
nal. Al mismo tiempo, deben enfrentarse a 
las calumnias racistas que tanto demócratas 
como republicanos emplean habitualmente 
contra los trabajadores inmigrantes, a menudo 
difamándolos como traficantes de drogas y 
delincuentes.

Los trabajadores inmigrantes en huelga han 
decidido seguir luchando. Su valentía ha inspi-
rado a muchas organizaciones y sindicatos a 
ofrecerles su apoyo. Las movilizaciones frente 
a los centros de detención y las oficinas del 
ICE en San Francisco demostraron que la huel-
ga no está sola. El Comité de Apoyo a la Huel-
ga, independiente y organizado democráti-
camente, es una importante conquista de la 
huelga. Una victoria de los huelgistas es una 
victoria de todos los trabajadores.

Para más información y para contribuir: 
https://sites.google.com/ccijustice.org/sup-
portdetainedstrikers/home-español.      n

¡Apoye a los huelgistas detenidos! ¡Liberación de los migrantes!
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A medida que las gélidas temperaturas se 
apoderaban de Ucrania, Rusia intensificó 
sus esfuerzos para privar a la población 

de calefacción, agua y electricidad, y para tra
tar de quebrar la moral. En diciembre, la mitad 
de las instalaciones energéticas del país habían 
sido dañadas o destruidas. También fueron 
atacados bloques de apartamentos, clínicas, es
cuelas e instalaciones culturales.Ucrania ha au
mentado constantemente su éxito en el rechazo 
de los bombardeos. El gobierno informó de ha
ber derribado el 80% de los cohetes disparados 
por Rusia durante el mes de diciembre. 

La oficina del Alto Comisionado de la ONU 
para los Derechos Humanos declaró el 27 de 
diciembre que ha confirmado 6.884 muertos y 
10.947 heridos entre la población civil de Ucra
nia desde que Rusia lanzó la invasión el 24 de 
febrero de 2022. Las estadísticas reales, subra
yó, son sin duda mucho más elevadas, ya que 
importantes zonas del país en las que se ha ata
cado a civiles como Mariupol siguen bajo ocu
pación rusa. Además, la invasión ha expulsado 
de sus hogares a unos 14 millones de ucrania

nos en “el mayor y más rápido desplazamiento 
presenciado en décadas,” según el jefe de ayuda 
a los refugiados de la ONU, Filippo Grandi.

Al principio del Año Nuevo, las tropas ucra
nianas avanzaban lentamente en el frente 
oriental de Luhansk a lo largo de un triángulo 
de carreteras que conducían a las ciudades ribe
reñas gemelas de Sievierodonetsk y Lisychansk, 
que Rusia capturó el verano pasado. Las fuerzas 
ucranianas avanzaban desde tres direcciones: 
desde el suroeste, en Bakhmut (ciudad que los 
rusos llevan semanas intentando rodear), des
de el noroeste, hacia Kreminne, y desde el no
reste, hacia Starobilsk.

Pero el intento ucraniano de recuperar terri
torio no será fácil. Los rusos han construido una 
serie de barreras protectoras cerca de Kremin
ne y en otros lugares del frente de batalla, aun
que a menudo están tripuladas por soldados 
recién reclutados, con una formación mínima. 
Rusia también ha transferido a la región orien
tal tropas que habían estado estacionadas en 
el sur del país el pasado otoño, cuando Ucrania 
capturó la ciudad meridional de Kherson.

Se dice que el núcleo duro de las tropas rusas 
en el frente oriental son miembros del Grupo 

Wagner, un sombrío y despiadado cuerpo de 
mercenarios que Rusia ha empleado en sus ha
zañas imperialistas en África, Siria y otras zo
nas. En los últimos meses, según el portavoz de 
seguridad nacional estadounidense, John Kirby, 
el Grupo Wagner ha reclutado en sus filas hasta 
40.000 criminales convictos que fueron libera
dos de las cárceles rusas a cambio del servicio 
militar. El número de muertos entre ellos ha 
sido elevado.
Ayuda militar de EEUU y la OTAN

Los observadores esperan que ambos ad
versarios emprendan grandes ofensivas este 
invierno, cuando el suelo helado permita a los 
tanques y camiones operar con mayor efica
cia. Aunque hay pruebas considerables de que 
el alto mando ruso calculó mal su preparación 
para la invasión de febrero de 2022, así como 
la voluntad y la capacidad de resistencia de los 
ucranianos, podemos anticipar que el régimen 
redoblará ahora sus esfuerzos para anexionar
se las partes oriental y meridional de Ucrania. 
Esta es históricamente la sección más indus
trializada del país, que contiene ricas riquezas 
minerales y puertos de aguas cálidas.

Rusia espera ganar fuerza militar adicional a 
medida que avance el año. Los reclutas que no 
fueron enviados al frente en 2022 estarán me
jor entrenados en el futuro que sus predeceso
res. Y Putin ha prometido ampliar el ejército en 
medio millón de soldados más, al tiempo que 
aumenta la edad de los posibles reclutas de 27 
a 30 años.

Al mismo tiempo, se prevé ampliamente que 
el ejército ucraniano, además de presionar para 
recuperar territorio en el este del país, iniciará 
una ofensiva en el sur, dirigida a reconquistar 
Melitopol. El 10 de diciembre pudo lanzar mi
siles Himar, suministrados por Estados Unidos, 
contra una iglesia de Melitopol que las fuerzas 
rusas utilizaban como cuartel general. Los 38 
lanzamisiles móviles Himar suministrados por 
EEUU han permitido a las fuerzas ucranianas 
atacar varios centenares de bases y depósitos 
de suministros rusos situados muy por detrás 
de las primeras líneas de batalla.

Los ucranianos cuentan con la ventaja adicio
nal de que se les suministra un software de inte
ligencia y gestión de batallas muy avanzado, de 
producción estadounidense, que puede dirigir 

Tropas ucranianas ganan terreno mientras 
misiles rusos golpean las ciudades

(vea la página 11)

(Foto) Ucranianas huyen de un ataque ruso.
Oleksandr Ratushniak / AP


